NAME: _____________________________________________  DATE:  ___________________ PERIOD:  ___________
EMPIRES AND REPUBLICS
The Third Century Crisis, the Rise of Diocletian, and Constantine the Great
CLASS HANDOUT:  Severan Emperors, 3rd Century Crisis, and Diocletian

Using the two Nagle Handouts, pp. 326 – 334 and pp. 368 – 373, please respond to the following questions with FULL SENTENCES (DOUBLE-SPACED!) on blank pieces of paper.  Each response should be 4 to 6 sentences.

In-class Questions:

1. How did Septimius Severus come to power in Rome?  Why did the Severan dynasty collapse eventually? (pp. 332 – 335)

2. What kind of power(s) do women have in the ancient Roman Empire?  How did women affect the reign of the Severan emperors? (pp. 334 – 335)


3. What are the three main reasons for Rome’s collapse in the 3rd Century?  Why? (pp. 368 – 372)  Hint:  avoid discussing specific emperors and focus more on militaristic, political, and social/economic changes.


4. What reforms did Diocletian make to improve the struggling Roman Empire?  In other words, how did Diocletian bring stability and peace to Rome? (pp. 372 – 373)


PLEASE HAND IN THE ANSWERS to the ABOVE QUESTIONS TO Dr. Serow BY THE END OF CLASS.  If finished early, then feel free to begin your homework questions, using Nagle pp. 374 – 376 and the Eusebius handout.

NAME: _____________________________________________  DATE:  ___________________ PERIOD:  ___________
EMPIRES AND REPUBLICS
The Third Century Crisis, the Rise of Diocletian, and Constantine the Great
HOMEWORK:  Constantine the Great and his successors

Using the Nagle handout pp. 374 – 376 and the Eusebius handout, please respond to the following questions with FULL SENTENCES (DOUBLE-SPACED!) on blank pieces of paper (or typed).  Each response should be 4 to 6 sentences.

1. How did Constantine come to power?  According to Eusebius, why did he permit and then convert to Christianity?  Considering all historical influences, what political and militaristic reasons might Constantine have for making Christianity the state religion of Rome?  In other words, was Constantine’s conversion necessarily legitimate/genuine or falsely done for ulterior motives?  (Nagle p. 374 and Eusebius handout)

2. What problems did Constantine face with choosing an heir?  How does his dynasty finally come to an end? (pp. 374 – 376)


3. Considering the end of Constantine’s dynasty, what might happen to Rome after Julian’s death?  How did Diocletian change Rome forever?
